
Dreamers’ Circus

Fri, Oct 13, 2023 at 8 pm 
The Nimoy
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WELCOME
UCLA’s Center for the Art of Performance  
(CAP UCLA) is dedicated to the advancement 
of the contemporary performing arts in all 
disciplines — dance, music, spoken word 
and theater, as well as emerging digital, 
collaborative and cross cultural platforms —  
by leading artists from around the globe.

Our mission aligns with UCLA’s mission of 
education, research and civic engagement by 
providing cultural and experiential programs 
that provoke inquiry and facilitate connection 
and creativity.

We at UCLA’s Center for the Art of 
Performance acknowledge the 
Gabrielino/Tongva peoples as the 
traditional land caretakers of 
Tovaangar (the Los Angeles basin 
and South Channel Islands). 

As a land grant institution, we pay 
our respects to the Ancestors 
(Honuukvetam), Elders (Ahihirom), 
and relatives/relations (Eyoohinkem) 
past, present and emerging.

cap.ucla.edu

TO THE 2023-24 SEASON

WELCOME TO  
THE 2023–24  
SEASON
UCLA’s Center for the Art of Performance  
(CAP UCLA) is dedicated to the advancement 
of the contemporary performing arts in all 
disciplines — dance, music, spoken word 
and theater, as well as emerging digital, 
collaborative and cross cultural platforms —  
by leading artists from around the globe.

Our mission aligns with UCLA’s mission of 
education, research and civic engagement  
by providing cultural and experiential 
programs that provoke inquiry and facilitate 
connection and creativity.

cap.ucla.edu



CAP UCLA’S new home
for live performance
It’s an honor and a privilege to welcome you to CAP UCLA’s stunning 
new home for the performing arts: the UCLA Nimoy Theater. Through 
our diverse programs, and by providing vital opportunities for artists 
and partner organizations to develop contemporary work, The Nimoy 
is poised to make a lasting contribution to the performing arts, UCLA 
and our Los Angeles communities.

The Nimoy’s inaugural season launches with an interdisciplinary array 
of projects by influential and groundbreaking local, national and 
international artists. Together they will share their unique perspectives 
and crucial visions, creating an opportunity for our audiences to see 
the world in different and extraordinary ways.

This is your invitation to experience the beauty of sitting in a dark 
theater, among strangers or loved ones illuminated by the possibilities 
of the imagination. In this shared space, through the power of the arts, 
our ideas are challenged and our horizons are broadened — we are 
transformed.

I look forward to seeing you at The Nimoy!

Edgar Miramontes
Executive and Artistic Director



CAP UCLA Presents

Dreamers’ Circus   
    
Fri, Oct 13, 2023 at 8 pm
The Nimoy

Program duration: 105 minutes
15 minute intermission

Funds provided by the Henry Mancini Tribute Fund.

Please note that this evening’s performance will be introduced from the 
stage by the performers. The nature of Dreamers’ Circus’ music is essentially 
spontaneous and the band prefers to change and vary their program from show 
to show.
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A FEW WORDS FROM DREAMERS’ 
CIRCUS

Hello and welcome to our performance as part of our Fall 2023 
series of concerts. We are excit-ed to be back travelling and 
touring internationally after what has been a challenging time 
for all of us. It’s been a while since we’ve been in the United 
States….What will you, the audience, think of what we play? 
How will you react? Well, we’re about to find out….

Firstly, let us tell you a little about Dreamers’ Circus, who we 
are and what we do.

Our approach to music sees us challenge the norms of the 
traditional music we were brought up with and attempt to 
shape it into how we imagine Nordic music can sound in 2023. 
We certainly do not seek to turn our back on our folk music 
roots and, having grown up with traditional mu-sic, we value 
it as an important part of our musical make- up. But we also 
discovered early on that traditional music cannot stay static, 
that change is inevitable and even, we might argue, bene-
ficial. So, in a sense, we view our roots in the rich traditions of 
Danish and Swedish folk music as a point of departure and 
refuse to accept tradition as a straitjacket. We investigate new 
angles and consciously seek to challenge not just ourselves as 
performers and composers but also the norms and sometimes 
even the structures of the music we play. With Dreamers’ 
Circus, no two performances are quite the same and we 
enjoy the fact that today’s show can be quite different from 
yesterdays. We have learned to enjoy our curiosity about the 
music and have come to val-ue the importance of listening. 
Close listening to what we each do is an important part of 
our en-gagement with the music and with each other. We 
hope that you, the audience, might also listen closely and join 
us as we react to one another’s playing and spontaneously 
respond. Our name hints at the possibilities and magic of the 



imagination and we hope that you will open yourself up to the 
colors and images we seek to create with our soundscapes. 
— Ale, Nikolaj, Rune.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

The three members of Dreamers’ Circus first encountered 
each other at a late night, post-concert jam session in 
Denmark over ten years ago. They immediately hit it off both 
on a musical and a personal level. Since then, the band has 
toured all over the Nordic countries and Europe, they’ve 
played the Sydney Opera House in Australia and have made 
a number of tours to Japan. Dream-ers’ Circus has shared 
stages with folk luminaries such as The Chieftains, Sharon 
Shannon and Vasen and have been invited to compose and 
perform music for stage and television shows in Denmark. A 
Danish critic observed that, “playing violin, piano, accordion 
and cittern they dis-play a playful inventiveness allied with a 
Nordic sensibility that is at once refined and cool.”  

Dreamers’ Circus have issued 5 CDs:
A Little Symphony (2013) released on GoDanish
Second Movement (2015) released on GoDanish
Rooftop Sessions (2018) released on Vertical Records
Blue White Gold (2020) released on Vertical Records
The Lost Swans (2022) released on Vertical Records and 
GoDanish

BIOGRAPHIES

Rune Tonsgaard Sørensen: violin and other instruments
Rune Tonsgaard Sørensen is from Roskilde on the outskirts 
of Copenhagen in Denmark. He started playing violin when 
he was five years old. In 2001, he founded the Danish String 
Quartet, which is one of the leading chamber music quartets 



in Europe. This Grammy nominated en-semble has won many 
prizes and awards.  Rune’s father is from the Faroe Islands that 
lie in the north Atlantic between the west coast of Norway 
and Iceland. His own upbringing was in a fami-ly that valued 
traditional music, song and dance. Before he devoted his life to 
full-time touring with Dreamers’ Circus and the Danish String 
Quartet, Rune was leader of the Copenhagen Philharmonic 
Orchestra while still in his early twenties. 
Rune plays a Giovanni Baptista Guadagnini violin which is 
generously loaned to him by the Goof Foundation. His bow is 
by Eugene Sartory (1910). 

Nikolaj Busk: accordion, piano, synthesizers

Danish born Nikolaj Busk has been a significant figure on the 
Danish music scene for a number of years now and is in much 
demand as a composer and music arranger across a number 
of musical genres. He has won no less than thirteen Danish 
Music Awards for his releases and collaborates with various 
artists. Nikolaj has written music for other ensembles, choirs, 
orchestras and theater performances.

Nikolaj’s accordion is by Pietro Mario. 

Ale Carr: cittern, kannel and other instruments

Hailing from the southern Swedish region of Skåne, Ale 
Carr was raised in a family of folk mu-sicians and dancers. 
His own style incorporates a strongly developed rhythmic 
drive coupled with a sensitivity that always seeks to serve 
the music. He is recognized as one of Scandinavia’s most 
talented folk musicians and leading innovators on plucked 
string instruments. Also a highly respected composer, he was 
presented with a Danish Music Award as Composer of the Year 
in 2015. Apart from his work as a member of Dreamers’ Circus, 



he also toured with the folk music group Basco.

Ale plays a Nordic Cittern, designed by the Swedish luthier 
Christer Ådin. He uses Thomastik-Infeld strings.

Dreamers’ Circus acknowledges the support of The Danish 
Arts Foundation.

To contact Dreamers Circus please visit dreamerscircus.com or 
write to Tom Sherlock Management tom@dreamerscircus.com

Dreamers’ Circus is represented in North America by 
Kirshbaum Associates Inc: kirshbaumassociates.com
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DESIGN FOR SHARING (DFS) 

Each year, Design for Sharing (DFS) brings thousands 
of K-12 public school students from across Los Angeles 
to CAP UCLA venues for free performances and 
interactive workshops with professional artists. 

DFS programs are open to any public school in greater 
Los Angeles, and are always free to attend.

cap.ucla.edu/dfs

https://cap.ucla.edu/boards/http://


NOV 19 AT 8PM 
ROYCE HALL

Bill Frisell and Ambrose   
Akinmusire
Sat, Oct 14, 2023 at 8 pm 
The Theatre at Ace Hotel

Bill Frisell will perform with FIVE, comprised of collaborators 
Kenny Wollesen, Tony Scherr, Rudy Royston and Thomas Morgan. 
Trumpeter and composer Ambrose Akinmusire will lead his 
ensemble Owl Song, featuring Frisell and drummer Herlin Riley.

“Avant-garde jazz isn’t known for its gentleness, but Bill 
Frisell’s compositions are a fine-spun exception.” — Pitchfork

“Ambrose Akinmusire makes music that seems full of 
contradictions and yet is whole, consistent and coherent.” 
 —  London Jazz News

cap.ucla.edu/bill-and-ambrose

http://cap.ucla.edu/bill-and-ambrose 


UCLA NIMOY  
THEATER
CAP UCLA has a new home for live performance  
in Westwood!

Located near the UCLA campus on Westwood Boulevard, 
The Nimoy is a reimagining of the historic Crest Theatre as a 
flexible, state-of-the-art performance space. 

This dynamic and intimately scaled venue immerses 
audiences in a profoundly engaging experience of live 
performance — while providing contemporary performing 
artists from Los Angeles and around the world expanded 
opportunities to develop and present new work.

cap.ucla.edu/nimoy



Land Acknowledgement

UCLA’s Center for the Art of Performance  
(CAP UCLA) is dedicated to the advancement 
of the contemporary performing arts in all 
disciplines — dance, music, spoken word 
and theater, as well as emerging digital, 
collaborative and cross cultural platforms —  
by leading artists from around the globe.

Our mission aligns with UCLA’s mission of 
education, research and civic engagement by 
providing cultural and experiential programs 
that provoke inquiry and facilitate connection 
and creativity.

We at UCLA’s Center for the Art of 
Performance acknowledge the 
Gabrielino/Tongva peoples as the 
traditional land caretakers of 
Tovaangar (the Los Angeles basin 
and South Channel Islands). 

As a land grant institution, we pay 
our respects to the Ancestors 
(Honuukvetam), Elders (Ahihirom), 
and relatives/relations (Eyoohinkem) 
past, present and emerging.

cap.ucla.edu

TO THE 2023-24 SEASON

LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
LAND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We at UCLA’s Center for the Art of Performance 
acknowledge the Gabrielino/Tongva peoples as  
the traditional land caretakers of Tovaangar (the  
Los Angeles basin and South Channel Islands). 

As a land grant institution, we pay our respects  
to the Ancestors (Honuukvetam), Elders (Ahihirom), 
and relatives/relations (Eyoohinkem) past, present 
and emerging.



There is no room for racism, intolerance, or inequity.

Anywhere 
Not on our stages, in our offices, on our loading docks, in the box office lines,  

or on the dance floor.

With anyone 
Not with our staff, crew, artists, volunteers, ushers, audiences or fans.

We uphold and embrace principles of antiracism, equity,

diversity and AUTHENTIC inclusion as integral to our mission.

We must EMPOWER the historically underrepresented.

We must UPLIFT excluded voices.

We must RESIST structural racism.

We will COMMIT fiercely to our responsibility to observe, absorb, consider, contemplate, 

endure, share and engage in this change.

We STAND AGAINST all forms of discrimination.

We will STRIVE to make our organization more equitable and inclusive.

As part of UCLA’s School of Art & Architecture (SOAA), we — UCLA’s Center for the Art of 

Performance (CAP UCLA) and Theater Management Services (TMS) — are committed to 

connecting and creating space for the arts and for all communities. 

We acknowledge our organizations’ histories as being predominantly white institutions. 

We are facing uncomfortable truths about systemic racism as we work to make the deep 

changes necessary to transform the organizational dynamics in our work culture and 

business practices and dismantle existing oppressive structures.  We know there will 

be shortcomings, which we will face head on. We commit to continually addressing and 

adapting to changes as they arise. It is only in an improved, supportive work environment 

that everyone can be fully present, and respected as their true authentic selves.

This statement was drafted by a committee of staff members from both the Center for the 

Art of Performance and Theater Management Services, from a variety of backgrounds, 

viewpoints and perspectives.

Together we stand with UCLA’s School of Art and  

Architecture’s EDI statement.



CAP UCLA COUNCIL LEADERSHIP 

CAP UCLA Executive Producer Council
The Executive Producer Council is CAP UCLA’s philanthropic leadership 
group, which develops and contributes resources vital to CAP UCLA’s 
programming and mission. The Council champions the creative 
development and presentation of live programs and public dialogue with 
contemporary performing artists by providing direct support for CAP 
UCLA’s annual programming. The Council is engaged in dialogue about the 
artistic and curatorial practices that inform annual programs, long-term 
initiatives and collaborative planning efforts which stand at the heart of 
CAP UCLA’s mission and public purpose.

Design for Sharing (DFS) Council
The Design for Sharing Council is a group of dedicated supporters whose 
efforts help to resource the K-12 arts education programs of DFS.

cap.ucla.edu/councils

https://cap.ucla.edu/boards/http://
http://cap.ucla.edu/councils


Performers

LOS ANGELES 
PREMIERE

NOV 19 AT 8PM 
ROYCE HALL

GET TICKETS

Bill T. Jones/
Arnie Zane 
Company 
What Problem?

Wu Man
        
Sun, Oct 15, 2023 at 7 pm 
The Nimoy

Called both “the Jimi Hendrix of the pipa,” and “…the pre-
eminent ambassador for traditional Chinese music in the 
U.S.” Wu Man is recognized as the world’s finest player of this 
ancient Chinese lute-like instrument, whose inventive artistry is 
unparalleled.

“…the world’s finest player of the pipa…”    
— The New York Times

cap.ucla.edu/wuman

http://cap.ucla.edu/wuman 


Director’s Office
Executive and Artistic Director: Edgar Miramontes  
Deputy Director and Program Manager: Fred Frumberg
Director of Education and Special Initiatives: Meryl Friedman
Production Manager: Bozkurt “Bozzy” Karasu
Artist Liaison Manager: Zarina Rico  
Associate Technical Director/Audio & Video: Duncan 
Woodbury      
Associate Technical Director/Lighting & Stage: Katelan Braymer

Marketing and Communications
Director of Marketing and   
Communications: Bahareh Ebrahimzadeh
Marketing Coordinator: Elvis Harold
Marketing Associate: Helene Griffin

Development
Manager of Institutional Giving: Erika Herran   
Development Assistant: Zoey Mendoza

Education
Director of Education & Special Initiatives: Meryl Friedman
Education Program Coordinator: Theresa Willis Peters
Student Arts Coordinator: Theo Bonner-Perkins

Financial Management
Manager of Finance and Accounts: Stephanie Tarvyd
Finance Analyst: Jodi Klein
Finance Analyst: Ayesha Bulegoda

Human Resources
Human Resources Assistant: Erah Lulu

Ticketing
Assistant Director Central Ticket Office: Gerardo Galeano

Royce Hall
Director of Operations: Heidi Snyder
Venue Manager: Evan “Otter” Wilkinson

Royce Hall Production
Production Manager: Jeff Wallace
Stage Manager: Lauren “Ren” Westbury
Event Manager: Thomas Colen
Audio/Video Supervisor: John Coleman
Audio/Video Assistant: Erich Schroeder
Lighting Supervisor: Antony Gutierrez
Lighting Assistant: Evan Drane
Rigging Supervisor: Robert Ory
Staff Stage Technician: Eric Erickson

Royce Hall Patron Services
Patron Services Manager: James Porter
House Manager: Ernie Ybarra
F.O.H. Staff: Melih Ercan
F.O.H. Staff: Pia Shekerjian

Royce Hall Custodial
Custodian Supervisor: Ranoya Exum
Custodian Lead: Delshena Murphy   
Custodian Lead: Montrell Calloway

CAP UCLA Administrative Offices
B100 Royce Hall
Box 951529
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1529
Tel: 310-825-4401
Fax: 310-206-3843

General Questions
info@cap.ucla.edu 
(please allow 48 hours for a response)

UCLA Central Ticket Office
Tel: 310.825.2101
Fax: 310.206.7540
tickets@cap.ucla.edu

Press Inquiries
The ACE Agency
Hanya Bruner
PR and Marketing Specialist
hanya@theaceagency.com

Development Office
Tel: 310.267.4463
Fax: 310.206.3843
devinfo@cap.ucla.edu

Design for Sharing/ 
K-12 Arts Education
Tel: 310.825.7681
Fax: 310.206.3843
dfs@cap.ucla.edu

Theater Rental Information
Anthony T. Jones
Tel: 310.825.4403
Fax: 310.206.8678
atjones@arts.ucla.edu
roycehall.org

CAP UCLA STAFF



CAP UCLA LEAD SUPPORTERS 

$500,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
The Ahmanson Foundation
Brenda R. Potter
Cindy Miscikowski/ The Ring  
Foundation
The McGrath Abrams Family  
Foundation
Mellon Foundation 
Susan Bay Nimoy
Nancy & Joe Walker

$100,000-$499,999
Laura Donnelley/  
The Good Works       
Foundation
Doris Duke Charitable   
Foundation
Kadima Foundation
Renee & Meyer Luskin

$25,000-$99,999
Anonymous
Diane Levine
Marla Mayer & Chris Ahearn
Mike Kelley Foundation  
 for the Arts
Hannah Montgomery &  
 Aaron Bay-Schuck
Laura & Gregg Perloff/ 
 Another Planet   
 Entertainment
Rosenthal Family Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
John Archibald & James Costa
Valerie & Brad Cohen
Mariana Dietl & Ivan Markman
Billie & Steven Fischer
Fariba Ghaffari
Jackie Gottlieb
Stefan Hastrup &  
 Gary Schilling
Freyda & Jerry Miller
National Endowment  
 for the Arts
Ralph & Shirley Shapiro
Keith & Cecilia Terasaki
Karyn Wynne

$5,000-$9,999
Linda Essakow &  
 Stephen Gunther/ 
  Herbert McLaughlin   
 Children’s Trust
Olivia & Nicolas Gentin
Bonnie Moss
New England Foundation  
 for the Arts
Melissa Rivers
Nancy & Miles Rubin
Doug Upshaw
Bonnie & Paul Yaegar

$2,500-$4,999
Barbara Abell
Anna Wong Barth &  
 Donald Barth, Jr.
Carla Brand Breitner &  
 Gary Woolard
Roberta Conroy
Harriett & Richard Gold
Lori & Robert Goodman
Karen Hohman Almeida &  
 Edgilson Almeida
Sandra Jacoby Klein &  
 Don McCallum
Joseph Kaufman
Milly & Robert Kayyem Esq.
Alicia Miñana
Claude Petite
Eleanor Portilla
Stephanie Snyder
Anne-Marie Spataru
Debra Vilinsky &  
 Michael Sopher

$1,000-$2,499
Diane & Noel Applebaum
Ruth Bachofner
Scott Beasley
Marjorie Blatt
Keith Brownfield &  
 Micheal C. Trinity
Olga Garay-English
Vance Garrett
Deborah Irmas/ Audrey and  
 Sydney Irmas Charitable  
 Foundation

Fidelity Charitable Johnston/ 
 Lesser Chartitable Trust Fund
Sandra & Lewis Kanengiser
Joanne Knopoff
Martha Koplin
Joan Lesser & Ronald Johnston
Bea & Leonard Mandel
Willard L. Marmelzat   
 Foundation
Weston Milliken
Linda Gach Ray Esq & Stephan  
 Ray Esq
Kathleen Riquelme
Lorraine Ross
The Raskin Family Foundation
Yolanda Robinson
Sylvia & James Rothman
Suzie & Michael Scott
Muriel & Neil Sherman
June Shoji
James Sie & Doug Wood
Stephanie Snyder
Edith Stoell
Kathleen & John Quisenberry

$500-$999
Natsuko Akiyama
Digna & Scott Beasley
Karen Bizzini & Michael Neal
Ronda & Stanley Breitbard
Katherine Browning
Patti & Paul Eisenberg
Georgina Huljich &  
 Marcelo Spina
Don Karl
Sandra Klein
Joy & Robert Penner
Jill Lawrence & Paul Koplin
Leslie Mitchner Esq.
Sherill Luke
Lynn & Neville Ostrick
Carol Siegle & Bruce Feldman
Simran Foundation
Srila & Man J. Singh
Mary Terrall & Ted Porter

UCLA’s Center for the Art of Performance gratefully acknowledges 
our donors, sponsors and members whose gifts directly support the 
vitality of contemporary performing arts. Thank you!



18

ENDOWMENTS 

Arthur E. Guedel Memorial Lectureship Fund
Barbara and Bruce Dobkin Endowment Fund 
 at Design for Sharing
Beatrix F. Padway Endowed Fund 
 for Design for Sharing 
Design for Sharing Endowment 
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation  
 Endowment Fund
Evelyn & Mo Ostin Endowment     
   for the Performing Arts
Ginny Mancini Endowment for  
 Vocal Performance
Henry Mancini Tribute Fund
James A. Doolittle Endowment
José Luis Nazar Endowment  
 for the Performing Arts 
Kevin Jeske Young Artists Fund
The Lloyd E. Rigler Emerging Arts Fund

Merle & Peter Mullin Endowment 
 for the Performing Arts
Mimi Perloff Endowment for Design for Sharing
Mimi & Werner Wolfen Endowment 
 for Design for Sharing
National Endowment for the Arts 
Challenge Grant Endowment 
Plitt Theaters Fund for Design for Sharing
Roslyn Holt Swartz & Allan J. Swartz Endowment 
 for the Performing Arts
Royce Center Circle Endowment Fund 
Royce Gala Endowment
Sally & William A. Rutter Endowment
   for the Performing Arts
Shirley & Ralph Shapiro  
 Director’s Discretionary Fund 
Shirley & Ralph Shapiro Endowment  
 for Design for Sharing

Over time, many generous individuals have initiated leadership  
gifts to establish endowments that support the performing  
arts at UCLA in perpetuity.

18

NAME YOUR SEAT

The opening of The Nimoy offers 
donors a rare opportunity to 
create a lasting legacy while 
celebrating their passion for 
contemporary performing arts  
at UCLA. Learn more about 
naming a seat in The Nimoy — 
CAP UCLA’s newest home for 
live performance — and other 
opportunities to become a part  
of this state-of-the-art theater.

cap.ucla.edu/give-nimoy

http://cap.ucla.edu/give-nimoy


cap.ucla.edu

JOIN THE  
CONSTANTLY CURIOUS
Become a member and support CAP UCLA’s ability 
to engage, challenge, and captivate diverse audiences 
through the shared experience of extraordinary artistry 
and the exchange of ideas. 

As a CAP UCLA member, we invite you to deepen your 
relationship with artists and ideas by attending special 
events and participating in activities with other arts 
enthusiasts, support the development of bold new work 
and help bolster contemporary performing arts in Los 
Angeles. And, enjoy priority access to discounted tickets 
and year-round savings from our dining, retail, and 
museum partners
 
Become a member
cap.ucla.edu/membership


